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A Report on the Castle Square Area - A Report to 
the Residents and Businessmen in the South End 


A growing concern about conditions in the Castle Square area of 
the South End prompted the residents and businessmen to request 
that the Boston Redevelopment Authority take a fresh look at 
the present situation to see if anything could be done to help. 
There is increasing concern about move-outs, vacancies, neigh- 
borhood conditions, plans for urban renewal, the many rumors 
rampant, etc. Under the overall Boston Development Program 
approved a year ago, renewal planning for the Castle Square area 
has been proceeding within the framework of total South End 
planning. So that the people of the area will be closely in- 
volved in the planning of their community, there have been 
frequent meetings between South End groups and Redevelopment 
Authority staff members. 


In late 1959, the area had been proposed for complete demolition 
and commercial re-use. During the past two years a substantial 
number of families and businesses have moved out. The families 
and businesses remaining have become increasingly concerned about 
the area, its future and their own. 


A series of studies and surveys were made which took into accoun: 
1950 and 1960 census data; 1952 American Public Health Associatic 
Study of building conditions; previous urban renewal surveys and 
a new series of surveys on building condition and the attitude 
of residents regarding possible relocation. The results of 
these studies were presented at the second meeting of the South 
End Associates on August 23rd. They showed a steady decline in 
both the interior and exterior condition of buildings over a 
period of the last 11 years, with a more rapid trend toward de- 
terioration within the past few years. 


A new survey of exterior building conditions made in July 1961 
found that 20% of all structures were vacant; 21% were considerec 
beyond repair; and only 18% were considered to be in satisfactory 
condition. 


A new interior building survey was made to up-date the 1959-1960 
BRA studies and covered roughly a 25% sample of the interiors of 
structures in the Castle Square area. The survey indicated that 


35% of the structures were in poorer condition than in 1959. Of 


the 45 residential structures in which the entire interior was 
inspected, 32, or 71%, were found to be in worse condition; 13 
were found to be in the same general condition. 


91% of all families and businesses in the Castle Square area 
were interviewed on the basis of a Relocation Attitude Survey 
questionnaire which reflected the major questions and concerns 
coming out of the August 2 meeting. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
In 2010 with funding from 
| Boston Public Library 


__ https://archive.org/details/southendurbanren1961 bost 


Urban Renewal Newsletter #1 Page 2 


The interviews of families and individuals indicated that 46% 
answered "yes" when asked simply "Do you want to move?"; 45% 
preferred to remain in the South End; 44% would move immediately 
within 1-3 months; 89% preferred to rent; 59% desired rentals 

in the $25 to $50 range; and 89% would move immediately with BRA 
help. 29% of the businessmen interviewed stated "yes" when asked 
"Do you want to move?"; 62% desired to remain within the South 
End; 65% wanted to rent; 39% desired rents from $50 to $150 per 
month, and the remainder could pay from $150 up; of the 48 busi- 
nessmen responding to the question "Would you move immediately 
with BRA help?", 44, or 92%, responded "yes". 


General information gathered in these surveys showed that there 
are now some 531 families as compared to 858 in the 1959 surveys, 
with about 70 lodgers occupying 11 lodging houses. The total 
population is now approximately 1,134, a substantial decrease 
from 2,099 in 1960. There are approximately 110 business con- 
cerns, with about 36% having operated businesses in the area for 
25 years or more. There are 288 structures and 83 vacant lots, 
with 204 reported vacant living units and an estimated unreportea 
vacant figure of an additional 100. 41.5% of the residents have 
lived in the area for 10 or more years. Figures also indicated 
that the area is a low or low-moderate income area with only 
11.6% of families having an income of $100 per week or more, and 
28.3% having an income of $70 per week or more. 


This survey information was reported to the South End Associates 
in full detail. It was agreed that it should be presented to the 
people of the area in a newsletter. In view of the findings, it 
would appear clear that the Castle Square area cannot be rehabili- 
tated. To insure that people in the area would have facts and 
not rumors, it was agreed that the BRA staff, in consultation 
with the South End Associates, would prepare and distribute a 
newsletter outlining the major findings of the surveys. 


Next Steps 


In cooperation with the South End Associates, BRA staff is pre- 
paring 


1. a relocation plan ; 

2. a study of the possibility of Early Land 
Acquisition procedures to speed up project 
relocation. 
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families and businessmen in the area. 
The present members of the South End Project staff are: 
Russell M. Traunstein, Project Director - South End 


Kenneth H. Salk, Development Specialist 
Anthony J. DiMatteo, Development Assistant 
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